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My Time at Upjohn

• Started in May 1980 at Upjohn in Portage
• Worked in Quality and Regulatory areas
• Had 9 different assignments
• Retired in October 2017 from Pfizer



Memories of The Upjohn Company Website
www.upjohn.net



Company Names

1902 to 1995 1995 to 1999

1999 to 20032003 to date

1886 to 1902



W.E.Upjohn



W.E.Upjohn
• Country doctor
• Invented the friable pill
• With his two brothers started The 

Upjohn Pill and Granule Company
• Wrote the City Charter for Kalamazoo
• Mayor of Kalamazoo
• Donated money to build The Civic 

Theater
• Donated money for parks, athletic fields 

and other buildings 



Person of the 20th Century



First Automobile in Kalamazoo



Bob Boudeman’s Roamer



New Upjohn 
Company 
Patrol Car 

March 1959



A Start in Hastings



Quinine



19th Century Products



More 19th Century Products



Questionable Ingredients
 

Antimony
Arsenic

Belladonna
Calomel
Cannabis
Henbane

Heroin
Mercury
Opium

Quinine
Strontium
Strychnine
Turpentine



Upjohn’s Worst Product

• Blue Mass is 33% mercury. It 
was used to treat syphillis, 
tuberculosis, constipation, 
toothache, parasitic infestations 
and the "pains of childbirth". 

• 3 grains of Blue Mass per pill in 
this 1890's bottle amounts to 
65mg of mercury. 

• People who took one pill per 
day of this would have a 
mercury level 2000 times higher 
than today's safe limit!



Mercury 
for Infants



Manufacturing in Downtown Kalamazoo



Downtown Kalamazoo Manufacturing



Street sign in the 
previous photo



New Manufacturing Plant in Portage



Building of the Portage Site

• A site on Kilgore Road was considered but rejected.
• 1500 acres of farmland were purchased in Portage Township. 

Building construction started in 1946. 
• Dynamite was used to blow up the trees and old building 

foundations that needed to be removed. 
• The first powerhouse boilers used at the site were from 

decommissioned World War II navy ships.
• The large manufacturing building known as Building 41 had 

1.5 million sq ft of space in it.
• The site was fully open in 1951
• The building process was extensively photographed and 

filmed.



Upjohn Bus 
Fleet



Upjohn Fleet in February 1964





Moving 
Important 

Paper Records 
in Building 41



Steroids from Adrenal Glands



Breakthrough at Upjohn – Synthesizing
Steroids from Soybeans

Soybeans Stigmasterol

Progesterone

Cortisone



Other Breakthroughs

• Antibiotics
– Lincomycin (Lincocin)

– Clindamycin (Cleocin)

– Spectinomycin (Trobicin)

• Vitamins
– Multi-vitamins

– UNICAP brand

– Individual vitamins



New Corporate Headquarters



One of the Courtyards in the Building 



The Portage Site in the 1960s



Products made in the 1950s



Products made in the 1960s and 70s



Gelfoam



The Barbers Shop in Building 41



The Upjohn “Airforce”



The Upjohn Awards



Public Tours of Building 41



Blockbuster Upjohn Products

• Quinine
• Phenolax
• Steroids
• Antibiotics
• OTC Products 
• Motrin
• Xanax and Halcion



End of The Upjohn Company

• No new blockbuster products were 
developed in the early 1990s

• There was one new steroid we were 
hopeful for - Tirilazad Mesylate/Freedox

• The Upjohn Company merged with 
Pharmacia in 1995

• Kalamazoo/Portage still remained a 
large and important site into the 2000s

• In 2026 only the main Portage 
manufacturing site remains in Pfizer



Questions?
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